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Lake Erie Nature & Science Center 
names new Executive Director

Write for YOUR community newspaper! Join in at wbvobserver.com

by Shawn Salamone

A woman with a passion for 
non-profits and nature 
has been tapped as the 

next Executive Director of Lake 
Erie Nature & Science Center in 
Bay Village. Following a nation-
wide search that took nearly 
6 months, a seven member 
Search Committee announced 
the appointment of Catherine 
J. Timko as Executive Director. 
When she takes the helm in 
January, Timko will become just 
the fourth Executive Director to 
serve in the non-profit organi-
zation’s vibrant 60 year history.  

“We are thrilled to find 
someone of Catherine’s cali-
ber right in our own backyard,” 
said Colleen Lowmiller, who chaired the 
Search Committee for the Center’s Board 
of Directors. “We’re confident Catherine’s 
experience, talents and interests combine 
to make her a perfect fit to lead this cher-
ished community organization into the 
future.” 

Timko has devoted her entire career to 
non-profit work, most recently as Division 
Development Director at the Trust for Public 
Land (TPL), a national land conservation 
organization. “I have a real heart for the 
work that Lake Erie Nature & Science Center 
does inspiring an appreciation for nature,” 
said Timko. “I’m thrilled and humbled to be 
stepping in to lead the exceptional people 
who make the mission happen every day.”

Timko met with staff and volunteer 
board members as part of the search process. 
She said she looks forward to meeting the 
wider community of Center stakeholders, 
including donors, members, volunteers, program 
participants and visitors. 

“Our staff is excited to welcome Catherine 
and grateful to Colleen and the Search Commit-
tee for involving us in the selection process,” said 
Renee Burslem, Center Director of Development 
& Community Relations. “We also owe a huge 
debt of gratitude to our Board President, Patrick 
Mazur, and the entire Board for supporting us 
as we’ve continued to carry out our mission on a 
daily basis during the search. We’re busy working 
to meet our year-end goals so Catherine can hit 

the ground running with an eye on the future 
come January.” 

Prior to TPL, Timko served in development 
roles at Stan Hywet Hall and Gardens in Akron, the 
Epilepsy Foundation of Northeast Ohio and Cleve-
land Opera. She is a 1991 graduate of Hiram College 
with a Business Management degree and received 
Hiram’s “Recent Graduate Service to Humanity 
Award” in 2003. An avid hiker, Timko says she and 
her husband Martin don’t miss a chance to pull on 
their boots and connect with nature.  

    » See TIMKO, page 6

The Westlake | Bay village Observer brings you fresh local news for the Westlake and Bay Village  area, written and produced 
by local residents.

Silent auction to benefit 
Friends of Porter Library

Westlake Porter Public Library’s Friends of the Library is 
holding a silent auction fundraiser to collect money for 
Friends-sponsored library programs and projects. 

From October 5th to November 9th, library patrons were encour-
aged to borrow a bare miniature tree, wreath or stocking to decorate 
at home. The decorated items were then put on display in the library’s 
lobby, as well as its Art Gallery, for bidding.

Over 60 trees, wreaths and stockings were decorated for the 
event. The auction also features a number of holiday gift packages, 
including gift certificates, home items and a ski package. The 
bidding period lasts until December 13th at 2:00 p.m. Winning 
bidders will be notified that evening and may pick up their items 
December 13-15 at Portables Gift Shop. 

[Editor’s note: In order to protect the pri-
vacy of their son, the names of the “NOT 
MY CHILD” presenters have been kept 
confidential.]

Last month on Thursday, October 22nd 
at Bay Middle School and Wednesday, 
October 28th at St. Raphael School, 

a Bay couple presented the program “NOT 
MY CHILD” to share with parents practical 
and helpful information they believe every 
parent should know about adolescent alco-
hol and other drug experimentation, abuse 

A sampling of items up for auction at the Westlake Porter Public Library.

Catherine Timko chats with George Theis and Women’s Board member Betsy Martin after 
being introduced at the Nov. 14th Legacy Reunion at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center.

Local parents share knowledge, experience with adolescent substance abuse
and addiction.

The couple, parents of three children, 
speak from experience “because we lived 
it.” They created the program to share the 
knowledge and understanding they gained 
after helping their son through the recovery 
process.  

The presentation included PowerPoint 
slides with video clips, music, a voice-over 
and audience participation segments, as 
well as a panel of experts.

”We tried to make it as interesting as 

possible as we were trying to get our mes-
sage across,” said the parents who presented 
the program.

“And, apparently, we were successful 
because the feedback we received from 
both parents and the experts was very com-
plimentary, which made all the work we put 
into it even more worthwhile.”

Those who attended the program dis-
covered that adolescent alcohol and drug 
experimentation starts earlier than they 
ever imagined.  Local and national stud-

ies show boys start drinking as young as 11 
years of age and girls as young as 13, but 
most parents are completely unaware.  At 
this “experimental level,” children are very 
good at hiding it, which explains why school 
officials don’t see the signs of early usage, 
either.

Even more disturbing is the fact that 
children who start experimenting at this age 
are five times more likely to develop a drug 
or alcohol dependency than a person who 

    » See PARENTS, page 4

About 65 guests who worked or volunteered at Center during its 60 year 
history gathered to walk down memory lane and to hear about plans 
for the future. Pictured from left to right are David Fleming, son of the 
Center’s founder Bert Fleming and Search Committee Member, Renee 
Burslem, Director of Development and Community Relations, Ms. Timko, 
Search Committee Chair Colleen Lowmiller, and Lake Erie Nature & 
Science Center Board President, Patrick Mazur.
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by Chris Haldi

Once the warm weather is gone, the 
cool breeze of fall comes. Leaves 
fall and so do the temperatures. 

People tend to move inside to seek shel-
ter from the cool days. Don’t let yourself 
become a couch potato. Keep yourself 
busy. The Westlake Recreation Center has 
a program for you to keep you moving.

If your child likes gymnastics you 
should check out our gymnastic classes. 
We offer a Tiny Turners class for children 
ages 7-10. This class will build confidence, 
coordination, flexibility and strength, and 
your child will learn the basics of gymnas-
tics in a fun, non-competitive atmosphere. 
Classes start Nov. 24.

Do you love decorating? The Westlake 
Recreation Center is calling all amateur 
house decorators. Take part in our Holiday 
House Decorating Contest. Decorate your 
house and yard with lights, inflatables and 
Christmas scenes. This contest is open 
to all Westlake residents. Test out your 
decorating skills against your neighbors 
and fellow Westlake residents. Contest will 
start Nov. 26, so sign up and take part in 
the festive decorating. 

Since there is no school Nov. 25, why 
not have some fun and do something? 
Sign up for the Holiday Coed Dodgeball 
Tournament for grades 7-8. Grab your 

friends and head up to the Rec to sign up 
for a day of competitive fun. You’ll need at 
least 6 people on a team and a maximum 
of 8 players per team. Game play will start 
at 10:00 a.m. on Nov. 25.

Don’t let those Black Friday shopping 
deals escape. We can help you out if you 
need somewhere to put the kids while you 
shop. Drop your kids off at the Rec Center 
for the Black Friday Shopping Camp. The 
building will be open at 5:00a.m. only 
for dropping the kids off. Breakfast will 
be provided. Kids will need to pack their 
lunch, swim suit and towel. All children 
will need to be picked up by noon. 

If you’re not shopping the day after 
Thanksgiving, you and your child should 
sign up and head to the Rec Center for the 
Parent/Child Wii Bowling Tournament. On 
Nov. 27 at 12:00 p.m. you and your child 
will have the opportunity to play against 
other parent/child couples in Wii Bowling. 
Bring your “A” game and get ready to play 
against some tough competition.

If you need more information or have 
a question, please contact the Westlake 
Recreation Center at 440-808-5700 or 
check out our website at www.wlrec.org.

While you’re online, you can also 
check us out on Facebook. Become a fan 
and you’ll receive updates and the latest 
information about what’s going on at the 
Rec Center. 

Keep yourself busy this fall 
Dear Editor:

If you are looking for an example of courteous and friendly teens, you need 
look no further than the members of the Bay Village Key Club and the singing 
group, Choraleers. On Wednesday, November 11th, the West Shore Senior 
Center (located in the Knickerbocker Apartments) held a Spaghetti Dinner 
Fundraiser to provide the necessary funding for programs for local seniors.

Volunteers from the Key Club offered to help with the event and did they 
ever! This amazing group of teens helped out in all aspects of the evening and 
were a vital component to the success of the night. It was clear to everyone in 
attendance that this group of teens were dedicated to service and took pride in 
what they set out to do. All agreed the event would not have been as wonderful 
without their help.

The highlight of the evening took place when the Bay High School Cho-
raleers performed, bringing some in the audience to tears. What a joyful 
experience for all!

On behalf of the West Shore Senior Center, a special “thank you” goes 
out to the wonderful Bay Village Key Club and the Bay Village High School 
Choraleers! We are grateful!

    Anne Naumann, Director
    West Shore Senior Center, Bay Village

Bay teens deserve thanks
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Holiday Issue!

Call now & reserve your space!
440-409-0114

Observer Guidelines
Want to be a writer? We’d love to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to 
keep in mind when writing for the Observer:

Aim for 300-500 words. More or less is fine, depending on the story.•	
Check your facts. Take the extra time to ensure accuracy.•	
Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy others’ work and remember •	
to credit your sources.
Be respectful of others.•	
Write for the community. Your stories will be read by people throughout •	
Westlake and Bay (and beyond) so keep the audience in mind when choos-
ing topics.
Know you’ll be edited. All stories pass through an editor who reviews stories •	
for spelling and grammar. We try to keep the news as “unfiltered” as possible, 
but may edit length and content if necessary.
Disclose your affiliation. If you have a personal or business relationship with •	
the subject of your story, let your readers know.
Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step along the way. Don’t hesi-•	
tate to come to us for advice or help with topics, content or the submission 
process. Contact us at staff@wbvobserver.com. 

by Rachel Sielski

Friends of Jack the Therapy Dog are working hard to raise 
the rest of the money needed to put in a fence for Jack. 
Jack lives at a group home (Fontbonne Home) for people 

with developmental disabilities operated by Family Haven in 
Bay Village.

Jack moved in to last January, and has significantly added 
to the quality of life for the residents. He gets several nice walks 
a day, but Jack is a hound dog and needs a place to run.

A local Boy Scout, Jerry Koenigsmark, has taken on the 
project of building a fence with his troop for Jack and has already 
raised $450 for the $1,200 project. Home Depot has reduced the 
cost of the fence by about $1,000 and also has donated cement. A 
local landscaper has agreed to help the Boy Scouts by digging the 
holes for the fence. We have a few short weeks before the weather 
turns and need to raise only $750 more.

You can help by making your donation online at the Family Haven website www.
familyhaven.org; just put in the notes section with your payment “Run Jack Run.” 
Questions may be referred to Ruth Koenigsmark at rkoenigsmark@yahoo.com. 

Run Jack Run

The Westlake Kiwanis would like to thank Westlake and surrounding 
communities for making their recent pancake breakfast a success. The funds 
from their pancake breakfasts support projects throughout Westlake and sur-
rounding communities.  

The Westlake Kiwanis would especially like to thank their corporate spon-
sors: Berea Manufacturing, B-K Window & Door, Cahoon Nursery, Citizens for 
Mayor Dennis Clough, Cricket Yard Equipment, Frankie’s Italian Restaurant, 
Gary M. Coloian, DDS, Gepetto’s Pizza North Olmsted, Gray Industrial Supply, 
Dennis M. Lelapi Stone Masonry, Jenkins Funeral Chapel, Pat Keating Auto 
Body, Keller Williams Realty Cleveland West, Sean Lehlbach, Neverman Insur-
ance Agency Jeff Neverman Agent, Rusty Barrel, Savanna Tool & Manufactur-
ing, Smith Architects, LLC Bonnie Smith, State Farm Insurance Ron Cillian 
Agent, J.F. Sweaney Co. Painting & Wallpapering, Westlake Animal Hospital 
and Westlake Custom Cabinets. The Kiwanis would also like to thank Ward 6 
councilman Mark Getsay for his donation of Cavaliers tickets for the Kiwanis 
to raffle at the breakfast.

    Victor Rutkoski, Westlake Kiwanis

Westlake Kiwanis thank public

Jack the Therapy Dog
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I’m thankful for people, parades and potatoes
FOOD AnD TRAVEL

20%

OFF

HOLIDAY JACKET 

Bring in any gently worn 
jacket or coat ‘til Nov. 28th 
& Geiger’s will give you 20% 
off a new, top brand jacket 
or coat. And we’ll donate the 
old one to Goodwill.

G� to know Geiger’s

EXTRA CREAMY ROSEMARY   
MASHED POTATOES

6 large Idaho potatoes, peeled and cut  
into chunks       

3 tablespoons sweet butter, softened       

3 tablespoons light cream or half and half       

2 tablespoons fresh rosemary leaves, 
minced       

½ teaspoon salt       

1/8 teaspoon ground white pepper

Place potato chunks in a large saucepan 
and cover with water. Bring to a boil and 
cook about 15 minutes, or until fork tender. 
Remove from heat and drain off water. 
Immediately add butter and cream and beat 
with an electric mixer until smooth. Stir in 
rosemary, salt and pepper. Just before serv-
ing, return potatoes to very low heat and 
warm through, stirring. Serves 6 – 8. 

by Robin Benzle

The Thanksgiving 
stage is nearly 
set. People are 

gathering. My uncles 
are already arguing 
politics (my side is 
winning), my aunts 
are discussing every-
one they know who 
has had a medical pro-
cedure in the last ten 
years (in full-color detail), my cousins are deep 
into Scrabble (no, repunt isn’t a word), my nieces 
and nephews are all offering to walk the dog (and 
sneak a beer, I’m sure of it), my husband just told 
his brother to stuff it (he asked if he could help with 
the bird), the sounds of football are in the back-
ground (that’s the sport with the pointy ball), and 
I’m in the kitchen, with the Macy’s Day Parade on 
for atmosphere -  thankful for the potatoes which 
I am about to receive.
Robin Benzle is a radio and television personality 
and hosts the food and travel website www.robin-
benzle.com. 

TWICE-BAKED SWEET POTATOES WITH   
MARSHMALLOWS        

3 large sweet potatoes       

3 tablespoons butter, softened       

3 tablespoons light cream or half and half       

¼ teaspoon salt       

½ cup miniature marshmallows       

2 tablespoons brown sugar  

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Wash each potato and pierce 
several times with a fork. Place directly on top oven rack. 
Bake 1 hour 10 minutes, or until tender. Let cool enough to 
handle. Keep oven on. Slit potatoes lengthwise and scoop 
out pulp into a large bowl, leaving enough in for a stable 
shell. Add butter, cream and salt and beat with an electric 
mixer until smooth. By hand, fold in marshmallows. Stuff 
skins with mixture. Lightly oil roasting pan with vegetable 
oil. Place stuffed potatoes in pan, sprinkle each top with 1 
teaspoon brown sugar, and return to oven. Bake 15 min-
utes more, or until heated through. Serves 6.

by Karen Petkovic

Each year, BAYarts extends its consignment shop 
into the gallery space to make way for the popular 
Holiday Gallery Shop. “It’s a one-of-a-kind shop-

ping experience,” says Westlake resident Lynne Hannibal. 
“Especially during the craziness of the holidays, this is the 
opposite of stress and rushing. The moment you walk in 
and experience the cheerful staff and charm of the shop, 
you’re hooked.”

Many will agree. Last year, the shop experienced record 
sales and Director Nancy Heaton is confident of a repeat 
performance this year. “Like all of our events and program-
ming, word-of-mouth is our best advertisement.”

According to Heaton, the secret ingredient is, unlike 
mall shopping, there’s no pressure here, you can take your 
time, have a beverage from the porch café and look at all 
the fabulous art. Heaton recommends visitors plan a stop at 
Vento la Trattoria before or after shopping for a cozy reprieve 
and great seasonal food. If you don’t have time for a full meal, 
this year BAYarts’ popular front porch will be enclosed and 
heated to serve coffee, cocoa and homemade bakery during 
shop hours.

The Holiday Shop will be open beginning November 
16th with the Annual Open House on Saturday, November 
21st. The shop will remain open until 9 p.m. on Tuesday 
– Friday, and until 5 p.m. all other days. Artists who are 
interested in consigning must be members of BAYarts, and 
should make an appointment with Karen for a review.
Karen Petkovic is the Manager of BAYarts’ Gallery Shop. 

BAYarts gallery transforms 
for the holidays

ARTS & THEATER

Don’t forget to 
put me on your 
Christmas list!
Treat your pet to our

at-home pet care.

HOT DIGGITY DOG, INC.

440-871-9245

Huntington Playhouse will present “It’s A Wonderful Life” to close out their 2009 season. The production 
opens November 27th and plays through December 20th. Performances are on Friday and Saturday 
nights at 8:00 p.m. with four Sunday matinees that start at 2:00 p.m. on Nov. 29th, Dec. 6th, Dec. 13th, 

and Dec. 20th. Bay Village resident Dale Hruska is the director of the production.
Capturing the true spirit of the season, here is the story of George Bailey: a man whose hopes and dreams 

have been so shattered that he is prepared to end it all when, in a magical turn of events, his guardian angel 
appears to show him what a wonderful life he really has had and how the world would have been different 
without him. This play is an adaptation of the Frank Capra movie classic.

Reservations are strongly recommended by calling the box office at 440-871-8333. Huntington Play-
house is located at 28601 Lake Road in Bay Village, and is a licensed affiliate of the Cleveland Metroparks. 
For more information, check the web site: www.huntingtonplayhouse.com.  

“It’s A Wonderful Life” to close the Huntington Playhouse season
by Tom Meyrose

BAYarts Gallery Shop
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by Mark Zagrocki

How do the rise and fall of our country’s interest rates affect you and your 
portfolio? Even though there are myriad opinions on ‘what the rates will 
do’ over the next year or so, it is important that you understand what 

changes in interest rates mean for you.
Over the past year, we have seen the Federal Reserve lower rates to unprec-

edented levels in an effort to spur the economy. The intention is that lower rates 
will encourage us as consumers to spend more, borrow more, and therefore lead 
to greater revenue generation for companies who are selling goods and services. 
As an investor, there is an additional perspective on rates that is important.
Lower Interest Rates:

For stock investors, falling interest rates are typically good news. With lower 
rates, companies may borrow more money to expand their business; spurring 
growth is a certain positive for stock investors. Additionally, with lower rates, 
companies are able to decrease the cost of debt on their financial statements, 
which may positively affect their bottom line.

For bond investors, lower rates may be bad or neutral news. Bond investors 
would be unaffected by lower rates if they are holding their bonds to maturity 
and continue to receive the stated interest rate on their bonds. However, it could 
be bad news because, as bonds mature, you may be forced into reinvesting 
those funds at lower interest rates. Additionally, some bonds are callable, which 
means the company can call their outstanding bonds and issue new bonds at 
the new lower rates.
Higher Interest Rates:

For stock investors, increased rates could be a positive or a negative. Typi-
cally the Fed raises rates in an effort to slow down an overheating economy, 
thereby slowing down lending and borrowing. When this occurs, it may mean 
stock prices drop as a result of higher rates and less growth. Additionally, a jump 
in interest rates may send jitters through the market causing stock prices to fall. 
Depending on the economy and market conditions, potential exists for positive 
returns when rates are increased, especially if you are invested in companies 
that may benefit from high interest rates.

For bond investors, a rise in interest could have positive and negative 
effects, as well. Negative effects may result because as higher rates are assigned 
to new bonds being issued, the trading price of bonds you currently own will 
decrease; however, if the bond is held to maturity, there would be no change. 
The positive effects will come if you have maturing bonds and you are able to 
then reinvest those funds with bonds carrying a higher coupon rate.

Whether rates are on the rise or not in the near future is anyone’s guess. It 
is important, however, to know how rate fluctuation may affect your portfolio. 
Stocks offer long-term growth potential, but also carry greater volatility. Bonds 
offer a fixed rate of return and investment principal if held to maturity. Both 
stocks and bonds may play an essential role in your investment portfolio no 
matter the rate conditions. 
Mark Zagrocki is a Financial Advisor in Westlake. 

Wells Fargo Advisors did not assist in the preparation of this report, and its accuracy and 
completeness are not guaranteed. The opinions expressed in this report are those of the author 
and are not necessarily those of Wells Fargo Advisors or its affiliates. The material has been 
prepared or is distributed solely for information purposes and is not a solicitation or an offer to 
buy any security or instrument or to participate in any trading strategy. Wells Fargo Advisors, 
LLC, Member SIPC.

FInAnCE

Financial Review: Interest you?
by nan Baker

Here in Ohio, we have been hit espe-
cially hard by the recent economic 
downturn. Since January, 174,600 

Ohio jobs have been lost and many busi-
nesses are relocating to more business-
friendly states. It is certainly no secret 
that our state’s business taxes are among 
the most oppressive in the entire country, 
which accounts for the mass exodus of 
businesses from our borders. However, we 
have continuously overlooked the effect 
that other types of taxes are having on our 
economy, and in the case of the archaic 
estate tax, the wealthy and the business 
owners who would normally invest in our 
communities and create jobs are pursuing 
ventures elsewhere. 

This “death tax” was originally insti-
tuted to serve two functions: to raise addi-
tional revenue for the state and to prevent 
the “rich” from passing on their wealth to 
heirs. However, estate taxes have a minimal 
impact on a state’s budgetary revenue and 
actually have a counterproductive effect by 
pushing the rich to take their capital and 
investments to low-tax states.

Ohio is one of only 23 states that still 
tax your death. The modern-day logis-
tics of this tax are hazy, because it actu-
ally punishes individuals for productive 
behavior. In reference to the federal estate 
tax, Arthur Laffer [founder and CEO of 
Laffer Associates, an economic research 
and consulting firm in Nashville, Tenn.] 
explained this dichotomy best in an opin-
ion piece in the Wall Street Journal: “Today 
in America you can take your after-tax 
income and go to Las Vegas and carouse, 
gamble, drink and smoke, and as far as 
our government is concerned that’s just 
fine. But if you take that same after-tax 
income and leave it to your children and 
grandchildren, the government will tax 
that after-tax income one additional time 
at rates up to 55 percent.”

In effect, the estate tax repels indi-
viduals who own businesses or have accu-
mulated capital, for fear of being unjustly 
taxed twice. With differential estate taxes 

between states, Ohio is once again stag-
nated by its high taxes as more jobs leave 
our borders for better tax environments. 

It is clear that Ohio is suffering more 
industry loss and population exodus 
than other states. Ohio ranked 49th on 
the 2009 ALEC-Laffer Economic Perfor-
mance Index, only topping Michigan. As 
the Ohio Legislature seeks ways to attract, 
create and retain jobs, we must address 
the role the death tax has played in Ohio’s 
economic decline.

As part of “The Future of Ohio” that 
my House Republican colleagues recently 
unveiled, House Bill 326 would reduce 
Ohio’s estate tax liability and give local 
municipalities all estate tax revenue. Intro-
duced by Representatives Jay Hottinger 
and Cheryl Grossman, this legislation 
would encourage seniors and business 
owners to remain in Ohio instead of leav-
ing to retire in better tax environments.   

This bill is a key part of “The Future 
of Ohio,” which includes ten bills that 
aim to stimulate economic growth by 
encouraging small business growth and 
job retention. Reducing Ohio’s estate tax 
is especially important because we cannot 
afford to have any more mass relocation 
of Ohio residents. With the introduction of 
House Bill 326, my colleagues and I hope 
to minimize this economically damaging 
tax so Ohio can retain jobs, businesses 
and capital.

To revitalize Ohio’s economy and 
assist our home-grown small businesses, 
we need to retire the estate tax that pun-
ishes our residents upon their deaths. As 
your state representative I continue to seek 
ways to retain our Ohio residents, bring 
new jobs to our state and encourage the 
small businesses in our communities. 

If you have any ideas how the Ohio 
House can improve the economy, or if 
you have any questions or comments 
regarding “The Future of Ohio,” please do 
not hesitate to contact my office. You may 
write to me at Representative Nan Baker, 
77 S. High Street, 10th Floor Columbus, 
Ohio 43215. You may also email me at 
District16@ohr.state.oh.us. 

Ohio’s estate tax should be laid to rest
POLITICS

chooses to wait until the age of 21.
Other points made in the presentation 

were: Marijuana is much more potent than 
it was in the past; more teens enter drug 
treatment for marijuana dependency than 
for all other drugs combined; and abuse 
of prescription drugs is on the rise, with 
teens among the fastest growing popula-
tion experimenting with them.

And, unfortunately, the number one 
source from which teens get prescrip-
tion drugs is their own home. Because of 
this, the parents attending the “NOT MY 
CHILD” program were reminded to moni-
tor or lock up their medications. In addi-
tion, any unused or expired drugs should 
be taken to the Bay Village Police Depart-
ment’s “Turn-It-In” program.

So when do parents start seeing drug 
behavior? Earlier than they realize, because 
when they do notice such behavior, they 
may not recognize it as a warning sign of 
drug abuse.

Some of it can be “explained away,” 
brushed off with the mindset that “they’re 
just being teens.” The real issue is that par-
ents are in denial and uninformed. Once 
they do recognize that substance abuse is 
occurring, they are often hesitant to seek 
help because they are embarrassed and 
don’t know where to begin.

The good news is that the Bay par-
ents who presented the program created a 
Parent Resource Packet available to parents 

who have a concern. The packet includes 
common warning signs; instructions on 
what to do and places to call if drug abuse 
is suspected; and helpful, informative par-
enting tips. Packets are available at local 
schools and churches.

When all is said and done, why do 
teens try alcohol and other drugs in the first 
place? A number of reasons were presented 
during the “NOT MY CHILD” program, 
including: boredom, wanting to be accept-
ed, and drug availability and access. But 
the number one reason surprised many. 
A national study conducted by the Part-
nership for a Drug-Free America indicated 
that nearly 75% of teens said that SCHOOL 
STRESS was the number one reason they 
tried alcohol and other drugs! Yet only 7% 
of parents surveyed believed school stress 
was the reason. Obviously, there is a huge 
disconnect between parents and children 
when it comes to the effects of stress.

The presenters discussed this dichot-
omy in their presentation. “We seem to 
forget that our children have stress prob-
lems, just as we do. Adults develop coping 
mechanisms to deal with stress better, 
but for our children, things can, and do, 
become overwhelming. Sometimes the 
stress comes from within, such as putting 
pressure on themselves to get the best 
grades and sometimes children feel they 
can’t measure up to what is expected of 
them. As parents, we need to spend more 

time talking to our kids about how they are 
feeling, and begin to recognize when stress 
is building up.”

There is another important point 
parents need to pay attention to - the risk 
factors that make some teens more suscep-
tible to dependency than others. Genet-
ics, underlying issues such as ADD/ADHD, 
depression and anxiety, and early usage 
all play strong roles in the development of 
addictions.

Although there is no cure for the dis-
eases of addiction and alcoholism, they 
are treatable. Early treatment is the key, 
which is why it is so important that parents 
know what to do if they suspect their child 
is experimenting with drugs or alcohol. 
The sooner parents act, the better it is for 
their child.

The parents who presented the pro-
gram said their early intervention was 
instrumental in their child’s recovery from 
addiction. “We were very fortunate to be 
able to help our child when we did because 
our child is doing very well today. We’re 
very proud of our child because we can 
only imagine how difficult it must be to 
remain in recovery.”

After the presentation, audience 
members addressed questions to an expert 
panel made up of educators, administra-
tors, drug counselors, police and recover-
ing users. The experts were very helpful and 
informative when answering questions.

“Teen alcohol and other drug abuse 
carries such a stigma in our community,” 
said the presenters. “Parents are afraid to 
talk about it and ask others for help. We’ve 
heard it time and time again from parents 
in our community that they feel judged and 
embarrassed by other parents who don’t 
understand. And even though drug addic-
tion is not a character flaw nor is it a moral 
weakness, people still believe or behave 
as if it is. And this is one of the reasons we 
needed to come forward to try dispel the 
stigma of addiction and alcoholism.

“Having said that, the best part of each 
evening was at the end when parents in the 
audience came forward and asked us for 
more information. They said they were no 
longer afraid and opened up, telling us about 
the struggles of their children.  

“We felt the programs were a great 
start, but we cannot stop there. In fact, 
at the presentation, we passed around a 
clipboard asking parents and community 
members if they would be interested in 
partaking in a community advocacy group 
we would like to start called B.A.Y. MAT-
TERS – Because All Youth Matter, and the 
response was overwhelming.

“We are setting up a website and email 
address at becauseallyouthmatter@yahoo.
com for people interested in B.A.Y. Matters 
or a copy of the Parent Resource Book. The 
email address should be up and running by 
Thanksgiving.”

Parents Continued from front page
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by Joyce Sandy

Storytimes will begin again after the holi-
days on January 19, but in the mean-
time there’s still plenty to do at the Bay 

Village Library. Join us on November 23 at 
7:00 p.m. for a Thanksgiving Family Story-
time. Enjoy stories, songs and activities about 
Autumn and Thanksgiving.

On December 1, the Teen Department 
will welcome Chef Sherry as she presents 
Fondue Fun for teens in grades 6 - 12. She 
will teach you the art of making and eating 
fondue and will include recipes for cheese 
and chocolate dipping creations. This yummy 
program sponsored by the Friends of the Bay 
Village Library begins at 3:30.

On December 2, Nancy Sander will pres-
ent the Puppet Show “Monkey King: Super-
hero of China” at 4:15. You’ll cheer for the 
Monkey King’s triumphs and laugh at his 
antics. This program for children ages 3 - 8 
is sponsored by the Bay Village Early Child-
hood PTA.

Join us for a storytime on December 4 
at 10:30. Children ages birth - 5 years and a 
caregiver will enjoy music, books, and fin-
gerplays. Save time after the fun for a simple 
craft and babies can play with toys.

The Adult Department will feature Holi-
day Music at a program on December 12 at 
2:00. Guitarists Trent Navran and Tom Poore 
will entertain with holiday favorites. 

Please register for these programs by 
calling the library at 871-6392 or going online 
at cuyahogalibrary.org.

As schedules get busy at this time of year, 
remember to spend quiet time together and 
share books. Revisit old favorites, and find 
some new treasures, too. Everyone will enjoy 
and benefit from the break from the busy-
ness of the season! 

BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Society offers limited-edition ornamentsUpcoming events 
at the Bay Village 
Library

The Bay Village Historical Society’s “Rose Hill Recipes” book, containing over 100 pages of recipes and food tips, is avail-
able for $10 at the Rose Hill Museum located in Cahoon Memorial Park. The museum, genealogical library, gift shoppe 
and Cahoon Family log cabin replica are open from April to December, Sundays from 2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The cookbook 
may also be purchased by calling Carole Roske at 440-871-4797 or by visiting http://www.bayhistorical.com. 

Rose Hill Recipes

BAY VILLAGE LIBRARY

    PUMPKIN BUTTER CHEESECAKE     
3 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, softened  1/4 c. sour cream
1/2 c. granulated sugar   1 Tbsp. cornstarch
1/2 c. brown sugar   1 jar pecan pumpkin butter or
1 tsp. vanilla       regular pumpkin butter
pinch of salt    pecans (for garnish)
4 eggs     

Preheat oven to 350. Cream together cream cheese, sugars, vanilla 
and salt. Beat in eggs one at a time. Blend in sour cream, cornstarch 
and pumpkin butter. Pour mixture into greased 8” x 3” springform 
pan. Bake for 30 minutes. Shut off heat and allow cake to remain in 
oven 1 hour. Do not open oven door during this time. Cool in pan. 
Refrigerate after cooling. Garnish with chopped and/or whole pecans.

– Christa Lokiec

by Dianne Borowski

On October 29, 2008, I was diagnosed with cancer. That 
same month the Gathering Place West opened its 
doors to cancer patients and their families. This was 

a life-changing experience for me.
I’d like to tell you a little about the Gathering Place West. 

Located at 800 Sharon Drive in Westlake, it is especially con-
venient to the Westshore community.

The Gathering Place offers a variety of activities such 
as art classes, yoga, lectures, and support groups for per-
sons with cancer and their families. One-on-one services 
include short term counseling, life planning, and medical 
billing consultations. Telephone support is also available. 
All services are free.

Through art classes I attended at the Gathering Place, 
I learned a new way to express the myriad feelings which 
accompany the diagnosis and treatment of cancer. On bad 
days I reach for my drawing pad and paint brush. I always feel 
better when I can face my feelings through drawing.

The Gathering Place West has been there for me since I 
had the courage to walk through the door and ask for support. 
My life has improved greatly since that day. I have learned 
many coping skills, enjoy more self-confidence and am look-
ing forward with less fear to the future. For this I am very 
grateful.

If you are a cancer patient or family member looking for 
a welcoming and healing experience, the Gathering Place 
West offers hope and acceptance to all those whose lives have 
been touched by cancer. For more information, call 216-595-
9546 or visit www.touchedbycancer.org. 

Bay Presbyterian Church 
Ornament

In 1912, twenty-five 
villagers gathered at the 
“Easterly,” the little brick 
school house on the corner 
of Lake and Columbia 
roads, to establish services 
in the eastern part of Bay 
Village. On this Sunday, 
they voted to establish a 
Sunday school, elected 
officers and took up a free-
will offering. This began 
the inception and rigor-
ous growth of the church 
we view today. The cost is 
$13 including tax.

2010 Bicentennial 
Ornament

This ornament features the official logo for the Bicentennial of Bay Vil-
lage in 2010. The price is $18 including tax.

Both limited-edition ornaments are available for purchase at the Rose 
Hill Museum. Museum hours are 2:00-4:30 p.m. on Sundays or call Carole 
Roske at 440.871.4797.

Bay Presbyterian Church Ornament

2010 Bay Village Bicentennial Ornament

POETRY

Names.
Identifying words,
And more:
Expectations when given,
Challenges as received,
Meanings while lived,
Legacies remembered.
Words are common,
Names are not,
Each uniquely
One’s own.

Names
by Mel Maurer

I’d like to coach girls in sports
for a while.
They don’t know many cliches;
they speak basic English.
A refreshing change.

How about that
by Gerard Howell

A life-changing experience

silk pillow
you are too soft
I will flee to the mountain

rock mountain
you are too hard
I will go back to my pillow

soft pillow
hard mountain
my wife - it was you all the time

A Man and His Wife 
(a Korean sijo)
 by Joseph Psarto

Lake Erie at Columbia Park
by Erica Donovan
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by Jt Tomaskovich

The pressure is on. Today, more high school students are applying to more colleges, 
earlier than ever before. The number of early admission applications has increased 
dramatically, with some universities seeing double digit jumps. To begin the college 

process, most students applying to competitive colleges now take the SAT/ACT more 
than once.

Students today know clearly what students in the past may not have known – 
systematically preparing for the SAT/ACT gives them confidence. They know how to 
budget their time, they know what the test looks and feels like, they know important 
strategies like when to guess at an answer. They go into the test practiced and confi-
dent. Knowing the content is, of course, the major part of success, and confidence is 
the icing on the cake.

Students can take the SAT/ACT as many times as they like, but educators suggest 
taking the tests no more than two or three times. The following tips to help ease the 
pressure of testing and achieve the best results:

Take the tests in the spring of junior year or fall of senior year of high school.•	
Know the instructions for each section before you begin the test, so you won’t have to •	
waste time reading them during the exam.
If you don’t know a test answer and can’t eliminate any incorrect answer choices, skip the •	
question and only go back if time permits. For the ACT, remember to go back and take 
a guess on any unanswered questions, since there’s no penalty for incorrect answers.
Trust yourself. Rely on your instincts.•	
Never leave an easy question blank. Easy questions have easy answers.•	
Read, read, read. Read the questions and answers critically.•	
Eliminate answers. If you can eliminate at least two incorrect answers, you generally •	
increase the probability of guessing correctly.
Save your time. Don’t spend too much time on any single question. Make sure you have •	
enough time to answer as many questions as possible, in order to rack up as many 
points as possible.
Focus on what the question is really asking. If you don’t fully understand the question, •	
finding the correct answer is going to be tough.
Rushing only hurts you. Work at a good pace and keep track of the time remaining for •	
each section. Enter the exam with confidence.
End each section by reviewing. If time permits, revisit the questions you didn’t •	
answer.
Don’t try to cram for the SAT/ACT overnight. Proper preparation takes weeks, even •	
months, of review.
Register for a SAT/ACT prep class at least eight weeks before the testing date to provide •	
extra studying assistance and additional confidence. 

Jt Tomaskovich is the Center Director for Sylvan Learning Center of Westlake.

Open studios at ‘Screw Factory’ showcase West Side artists

Increased college entrance 
competition = increased test stress

by William Chill

The Lake Erie Building at the Tem-
plar Industrial Park in Lakewood, also 
known as “The Screw Factory,” is the 
western suburb home to dozens of artists 
and artisans from the greater Cleveland 
area. I attended the studio open house 
Saturday night, Nov. 7th, along with my 
wife and kids and another family to check 
out the scene for the first time.

I entered the imposing industrial 
space of the Screw Factory with a sense 
of excited optimism. The concrete stairs 
leading up to the second floor were well-
worn and solid – an appropriate meta-
phor for the enduring perseverance of 
our local artists. Having visited dozens of 
industrial-spaces-turned-artist-studios 
in the past, I pretty much had an idea of 
what to expect, although tonight I held 
hope for a surprise. We were greeted 
outside in the parking lot by a friendly 
security guard who proved be a posi-
tive ambassador for the venue. It was a 
mild November evening; the sky was still 
shimmering from the setting sun. It was 
a perfect night for art.

Arriving at the second floor where 
the rented studio spaces began, we start-
ed at the studio of Martin O’Connor, a 
figurative painter who works in the clas-
sical tradition. Sturdy metal shelves lined 
one wall of Marty’s studio which were 
filled with art books as well as several 
years worth of art magazines. Sitting on 
one of his easels was a work in progress of 
a man playing an upright bass executed 

in the artists’ careful realism.
Several small oil studies lined the 

studio wall depicting skulls, fruits, and 
various headshots. In addition to the 
artist’s pallet and a plethora of brushes 
set up beneath the grid-like industrial 
paned glass window, it gave the visitor an 
intimate glimpse into the artist’s working 
process. Before moving on, I took a look 
out of Marty’s window to assess the view 
of Lakewood as the autumn sky flickered 
orange in the dying twilight.

Next door to Marty was the shared 
space of artists Chad Hansen and Chrissy 
Lapossy, recent Kent State MFA gradu-
ates. Chad’s work depicted scenes involv-
ing past presidents in symbolic situations 
done in umber washes on paper. I noticed 
a few copies of the well-known national 
juried catalog, “New American Paint-
ings,” stacked on a table. I was pleased 
to discover that Chad’s work was selected 
to be in the current edition.

We moved on down the immense 
cavernous hallway into the next series 
of studios. Most were a hodgepodge of 
jewelry, ceramics, mosaics, clothing, and 
other arty objects.

Eventually, we landed in the studio 
of Phyllis Kohring Fannin, an immense 
space functioning both as a studio and 
gallery showing a mix of prints, mixed 
media, and a hodgepodge of 3-D work. 
The strongest work in Phyllis’ studio 
were some prints depicting silhouettes of 
women in various stereotypical domes-
tic poses such as vacuuming, putting a 
pan in an oven, or the most powerful – 

a woman holding up a measuring tape 
with a cheery gusto in preparation for a 
household sewing project of some sort.

Within these silhouettes were ghost 
images from old magazine or newspaper 
photos of women performing the same 
or similar tasks. In all these poses, the 
women were smiling brightly as if life 
was prosperous, predictable, and safe. 
The images were as obsolete as 8th grade 
Home Economics class and nuclear 
disaster drills. I commented ironically 
to my friend, “Women didn’t dare squawk 
about their roles back then.” The wom-
en’s smiles were almost foreboding, the 
art was powerful. Not only did the work 
carry a feminist message, but it made 
one consider all the angst that actually 
lied beneath the surface of post-WWII 
America.

We continued our journey and final-
ly made it to the last studio up on the 
3rd floor. Tucked away at the dark end of 
the building was the studio of painter/
photographer Peter Jennings. He had a 
line of paintings on plywood set up on 
the ground depicting dark urban scenes 
painted in a stylized realism with sten-
ciled numbers and drips of paint super-
imposed over the surface. The work had 
a noir-esque quality to them that fit per-
fectly with the atmosphere within.

Directly above his paintings were 
some large powerful manipulated pho-
tographs of the interior of the Screw Fac-
tory itself. They were dark and eerie and 
spoke accurately to the sense of place. 
These were some of the more successful 

works in the entire building.
When asked if working at night in this 

space was spooky, the artist answered, 
“Not at all, I love it here at night. Some-
times you’ll bump into other artists in the 
corridors when you think you are the only 
one in the building. That is the only time 
you get spooked.” As fellow interlopers 
pursuing their solitary craft, artists in the 
Screw Factory work alone but together 
contribute to the artistic and cultural life 
of the Cleveland West Side. 
William Chill is an artist and Bay Vil-
lage resident.

EDUCATIOn

ARTS

UPCOMInG EVEnTS
WEST SHORE & NORTH COAST CHAMBERS

Holiday
“Business after hours”
at the Westlake Holiday Inn
Tuesday, Dec. 8 • 5-7 p.m.
Complimentary hors d’oeuvres & cash bar

Bay Village Kiwanis 
Annual Christmas 

Tree Sale 
at the Gazebo in Cahoon Park 
Nov. 21 to Dec. 20

From 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, 

and 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
on Saturdays and Sundays

Timko takes over for Larry Richardson, who stepped down in May after 
21 years as Lake Erie Nature & Science Center Executive Director. She is 
the second woman to direct the organization after Elberta Fleming, who 
founded the Center six decades ago. Fleming’s son, David, was one of the 
seven members of the Executive Director Search Committee that made 
the final recommendation to hire Timko. 

“Our next Director will be expected to build on the Center’s successes, 
challenging us to experience and value nature, while strengthening our 
expanding network of community support,” said Board President Patrick 
Mazur. “Catherine is highly qualified to do it all.” 

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center is a regional center of excellence that 
features a planetarium, wildlife rehabilitation, more than 100 live animals 
on exhibit and a wide variety of educational offerings. The $1.2 million 
non-profit organization employs 40 people and annually serves more than 
180,000 children and adults. The Center is located at 28728 Wolf Road in Bay 
Village. For more information, visit www.lensc.org or call 440-871-2900. 

by Mel Maurer

St. Ladislas of  Westlake announced that this year’s “Faith in Life Award” was 
presented posthumously to Emily Lewis in a special ceremony during the 
11:00 Mass on November 8th. John and Debbie Lewis accepted the award 

for their special daughter who died August 8th at age 12.
This annual “Faith in Life Award” recognizes the parishioner(s) who not 

only serve the parish family, but who also practice their faith in the greater 
community. We could have no better example of this than Emily, who lived 
a life of faith - sharing it and her courage with so many others.

After being diagnosed with cancer in 2006, Emily fought it with numerous 
surgeries, intensive chemotherapy and various clinical trials – retaining her love 
of life, her smile and warmth, inspiring and endearing her to thousands.

Despite her challenges, Emily became an advocate for other children 
needing help, never turning down any requests to help raise awareness 
or funds. She was devoted to her special causes which included: Rainbow 
Babies and Children Hospital, Flying Horse Farms, Wigs for Kids, Flashes for 
Hope and Relay for Life. The Emily Lewis Youth in Philanthropy Award was 
established in her honor by Rainbow and Babies and Children’s Hospital.

In accepting this award for Emily, her parents asked that she be 
honored by “having a positive attitude, using your talents to the fullest, 
being kind, loving yourself, others and life, being a good friend, never 
letting life’s difficulties stop you and continuing her quest to find cures 
for childhood cancer.” 
Mel Maurer is a volunteer at St. Ladislas Parish (Faith in Life Committee).

Timko Continued from front page

Emily Lewis selected for award
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Learn about
Westlake’s
history! 
Visit the
Clague House
Museum - Sunday Hours: 2-4 pm 
Located at 1371 Clague Road
FREE ADMISSION • 440-471-4090

Westlake Porter Library Upcoming Events

by Elaine Willis

Teens and tweens in Westlake can win a free trip to 
WrestleMania XXVI in Phoenix, Arizona by joining 
the 2009-2010 WrestleMania Reading Challenge at 

Westlake Porter Public Library. The WrestleMania Reading 
Challenge encourages those in grades 5-12 to read ten 
items between now and January 19, 2010. After reading 
all ten items, participants can become eligible for the 
Wrestlemania XXVI trip by entering a bookmark design 
contest.

Also at stake is $2,000 for Westlake Porter Public Library’s 
teen and tween collection. This program is sponsored by 
World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE) and the Young Adult 
Library Services Association (YALSA), with support from 
Mattel.

 “The Wrestlemania Reading Challenge promotes the 
idea that reading is a year-round activity and encompasses 
a wide-range of choices,” said Linda Braun, YALSA president. 
“By sponsoring this program, YALSA and WWE give librarians 
tools for promoting reading beyond Teen Read Week that 
encourage reading in different formats and recognize and 
support all types of teen readers, reading styles, and reading 
interests.”

The WrestleMania Reading Challenge runs from now 
through January 19, 2010. To find out more about the Wrestle-
Mania Reading Challenge, stop by the Youth Services desk at 
the library or call 440-250-5471.
How it Works

To participate, stop by Westlake Porter Public Library 
and ask Carol Hawthorne, Young Adult Specialist, for details.  
Participants must be in grades 5-12. For ten weeks, partici-
pants will agree to read one item per week, whether it’s a 
book, a magazine, a graphic novel, or another item. Each 
participant will keep a reading log, which they must turn in 
at WPPL by Jan. 19, 2010. Everyone who completes a reading 
log will win a prize.  

Those who would like to enter the bookmark contest 
must submit a bookmark design, with a slogan to encour-
age reading, to Carol Hawthorne by Jan. 19, 2010. Westlake 
Porter Public Library will choose a winner in three categories 
– grades 5-6, grades 7-8, and grades 9-12 – to submit to the 
national level. In February, YALSA and WWE will name final-
ists in each category, who will then go to Phoenix to partici-
pate in the WrestleMania Reading Challenge Championship, 
in which ringside tickets for WrestleMania XXVI are at stake. 
The sponsoring library of each finalist will win $2,000 to use 
for teen and tween collection materials. 

Join the Wrestlemania 
Reading Challenge 

Friday, November 20 (10 a.m. - 12 p.m.) PORTER’S FIBER FAnATICS – Socialize, share, and solve 
problems with fellow needle artists while you work on your current project.

Saturday, November 21 (10 a.m. - 2 p.m.)  CRAFTS A GO-GO – Join us for a fun and easy craft! All sup-
plies provided – just drop in. A cool new craft each month.

Saturday, November 21 (10:45 a.m.)  WEST SIDE WRITERS

Saturday, November 21 (11-11:45 a.m.)  In STITCHES! – We’ll show you how to cross stitch, needlepoint 
and more. For ages 10-12. Please register.

Tuesday, November 24 (7-8:30 p.m.)  TEEn MOvIE: “nICK AnD nORAH’S InFInITE PLAYLIST” – Join 
us for a screening of the movie starring Michael Cera and Kat Dennings. Rated PG-13. For ages 13 to 18. 
Registration begins Nov. 17.

Wednesday, November 25 – Library Closes at 5 p.m.

Thursday, November 26 – Thanksgiving: Library Closed.

Friday, November 27 (2-4 p.m.)  ‘TIS THE (MOvIE) SEASOn: “SAnTA BuDDIES” – Join us for a fun film 
to kick off the holiday season! It stars those lovable Golden Retriever “Buddies” in a North Pole adventure. 
Rated G. For ages 7-12. Registration begins November 20.

Saturday, November 28 (2-3 p.m.)  HOLIDAY STAMPS & STATIOnERY – Make some cool cards, book-
marks or gift tags to share! For ages 7-10. Registration begins November 21.

Saturday, November 28 (2-3:45 p.m.)  SATuRDAY MOvIE: “uP” – It’s a great day for “up”! Take a balloon 
ride with curmudgeonly Carl and his stowaway pal Russell. Rated PG. For ages 7-12. Registration begins 
November 21.

Monday, November 30 (1 - 7 p.m.) AMERICAn RED CROSS BLOODMOBILE

To register for any of the programs, please call (440) 871-2600 or visit http://signup.westlakelibrary.
org:8080.

WESTLAKE PORTER PUBLIC LIBRARY                                                                                                                     ,                                                                                                                                  

Westlake Porter Public Library celebrated 2009’s 
1,250,000th item being checked out by awarding 

the Hofstetter family of Wakeman a gift bag packed with 
goodies. The Hofstetters checked out the 1,250,000 item on 
Wednesday, November 3. Library staff elected to celebrate 
the 1,250,000th item check out as a nod to its 125th anni-
versary, which is being celebrated this year.

The library surpassed the 1,000,000 check out mark in 
September, the earliest it has ever reached that number. It 
is on a pace to reach at least 1,400,000 items checked out by 
the year’s end. 

Library celebrates 1,250,000th 
check-out of 2009 

by Elaine Willis

Westlake Porter Public Library took visitors 
on a journey to the center of our Galaxy 
when it unveiled unprecedented mural-

sized images of the Milky Way’s core as seen by NASA’s 
Hubble Space Telescope, 
Spitzer Space Telescope, and 
Chandra X-ray Observatory.

The images were 
unveiled to the public on 
Wednesday, November 11 
and will be on permanent 
display at the library. The 
stunning photographs of the 
central region of our Galaxy 
commemorate the Interna-
tional Year of Astronomy. 
The International Year of 
Astronomy 2009 celebrates 
the 400th anniversary of Gal-
ileo turning a telescope to the heavens. After the 
unveiling, visitors had an opportunity to view the 
night sky through telescopes outside the library.

A giant 6-foot-by-3-foot image presents a 
unique view that showcases the Galaxy in near-
infrared light observed by Hubble, infrared light 
observed by Spitzer, and X-ray light observed 
by Chandra. This combined image was carefully 
assembled from mosaic photo surveys of the core 
by each telescope. It provides the most wide-rang-

ing view ever of our Galaxy’s mysterious hub.
WPPL also unveiled a matched trio of Hubble, 

Spitzer, and Chandra images of the Milky Way’s 
center on a second large panel measuring 3 feet 
by 4 feet. Each image shows the telescope’s differ-

ent wavelength view of the 
central region of our Galaxy 
that illustrates not only the 
unique science each obser-
vatory conducts, but also 
how far astronomy has come 
since Galileo.  These multi-
wavelength views also pro-
vide both stunning beauty 
and a wealth of scientific 
information that could not 
have been dreamed of by 
Galileo.

Additional information 
about the Hubble Space 

Telescope is available at http://hubblesite.org/. 
Additional information about the Spitzer Space 
Telescope is available at http://www.spitzer.
caltech.edu/. Additional information about the 
Chandra X-ray Observatory is available at http://
chandra.harvard.edu/. Additional information 
about NASA’s celebration of the International Year 
of Astronomy is available at http://astronomy2009.
nasa.gov/. 

Library celebrates International Year of 
Astronomy with Galaxy image unveiling 
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Westlake Historical Society

Are you or someone you know

FACING FORECLOSURE?

5700 Broadway Avenue . Cleveland, Ohio 44127 . www.nhscleveland.org 

www.BayLanesBowl.com

Let The Good 
Times Roll!

www.BayLanesBowl.com

SUPPORT YOUR COMMUnITY nEWSPAPER
Ads for as low as $20

For a complete list of ad sizes and rates, call 440-409-0114
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I’m a Mom and a Veteran. I have a bachelor’s degree, but I came back to  
college at Tri-C to build my new career in health care. Serving my country took me 
a long way. Tri-C is taking me the rest of the way.

®

Where futures beginSM

In today’s economy everyone needs to keep on learning.

“ The President is right”.

For more information call 800-954-8742  
or visit www.tri-c.edu
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